
SUMMER READING→ PLEASE READ TWO BOOKS FROM THE SELECTIONS BELOW 
You will be asked to complete an assignment on one of your choices at the start of the 2017-2018 

school year. 

The Naturals by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
From Amazon.com: 
Seventeen-year-old Cassie is a natural at reading people. 
Piecing together the tiniest details, she can tell you who you 
are and what you want. But, it's not a skill that she's ever 
taken seriously. That is, until the FBI come knocking: they've 
begun a classified program that uses exceptional teenagers to 
crack infamous cold cases, and they need Cassie.  
 
What Cassie doesn't realize is that there's more at risk than a 
few unsolved homicides-especially when she's sent to live 
with a group of teens whose gifts are as unusual as her own. 
Soon, it becomes clear that no one in the Naturals program is 
what they seem. And when a new killer strikes, danger looms 
close. Caught in a lethal game of cat and mouse with a killer, 
the Naturals are going to have to use all of their gifts just to 
survive.  
 
Think The Mentalist meets Pretty Little Liars-Jennifer Lynn 
Barnes's The Naturals is a gripping psychological thriller with 
killer appeal, a to-die-for romance, and the bones of a gritty 
and compelling new series. 
 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds  
From Amazon.com: 
Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle 
school track team, but his past is slowing him down in this first 
electrifying novel of a brand-new series from Coretta Scott 
King/John Steptoe Award–winning author Jason Reynolds. 
 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different 
backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they 
clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle 
school track team—a team that could qualify them for the 
Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all 
have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to 
each other, but to themselves. 
 
Ghost has a crazy natural talent, but no formal training. If he 
can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he could be the 
best sprinter in the city. But Ghost has been running for the 
wrong reasons—it all starting with running away from his 
father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and 
his mother through their apartment, then down the street, 
with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been 
the one causing problems—and running away from 
them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who 
blew his own shot at success by using drugs, and who is 
determined to keep other kids from blowing their shots at life. 

Cinder by Marissa Meyer 
From Amazon.com: 
Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New 
Beijing. A deadly plague ravages the population. From space, 
a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. 
No one knows that Earth's fate hinges on one girl. . . . 

Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She's a second-class 
citizen with a mysterious past, reviled by her stepmother and 
blamed for her stepsister's illness. But when her life becomes 
intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai's, she suddenly 
finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a 
forbidden attraction. Caught between duty and freedom, 
loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover secrets about her past 
in order to protect her world's future. 

All the Broken Pieces by Ann E. Burg 
From Amazon.com: 
An award-winning debut novel from a stellar new voice in 
middle grade fiction. 
 
Matt Pin would like to forget: war torn Vietnam, bombs that 
fell like dead crows, and the terrible secret he left behind. But 
now that he is living with a caring adoptive family in the 
United States, he finds himself forced to confront his past. And 
that means choosing between silence and candor, blame and 
forgiveness, fear and freedom. 
 
By turns harrowing, dreamlike, sad, and triumphant, this 
searing debut novel, written in lucid verse, reveals an 
unforgettable perspective on the lasting impact of war and the 
healing power of love. 

Half Bad by Sally Green 
From Amazon.com: 
In modern-day England, witches live alongside humans: 
White witches, who are good; Black witches, who are evil; 
and sixteen-year-old Nathan, who is both. Nathan’s father is 

Railhead by Philip Reeve 
From Amazon.com: 
The Great Network is an ancient web of routes and gates, 
where sentient trains can take you anywhere in the galaxy in 
the blink of an eye. Zen Starling is a nobody. A petty thief from 



the world’s most powerful and cruel Black witch, and his 
mother is dead. He is hunted from all sides. Trapped in a 
cage, beaten and handcuffed, Nathan must escape before his 
seventeenth birthday, at which point he will receive three 
gifts from his father and come into his own as a witch—or 
else he will die. But how can Nathan find his father when his 
every action is tracked, when there is no one safe to 
trust—not even family, not even the girl he loves? 

 
In the tradition of Patrick Ness and Markus Zusak, Half Bad is 
a gripping tale of alienation and the indomitable will to 
survive, a story that will grab hold of you and not let go until 
the very last page. 
 

the filthy streets of Thunder City who aimlessly rides the rails 
of the Network. So when the mysterious stranger Raven offers 
Zen a chance to escape the squalor of the city and live the rest 
of his days in luxury, Zen can’t believe his luck. All he has to do 
is steal one small box from the Emperor’s train with the help 
of Nova, an android girl. But the Great Network is a hazardous 
mess of twists and turns, and that little box just might bring 
everything in this galaxy ― and the next ― to the end of the 
line. The highly anticipated novel from 
Carnegie-medal-winning author Philip Reeve, Railhead is a 
fast, immersive, and heart-pounding ride perfect for any sci-fi 
fan. Step aboard ― the universe is waiting. 
  

The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey 
From Amazon.com: 
After the 1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, 
only the lucky escape. And after the 3rd, only the unlucky 
survive. After the 4th wave, only one rule applies: trust no 
one. 
 
Now, it's the dawn of the 5th wave, and on a lonely stretch of 
highway, Cassie runs from Them. The beings who only look 
human, who roam the countryside killing anyone they see. 
Who have scattered Earth's last survivors. To stay alone is to 
stay alive, Cassie believes, until she meets Evan Walker. 
Beguiling and mysterious, Evan Walker may be Cassie's only 
hope for rescuing her brother--or even saving herself. But 
Cassie must choose: between trust and despair, between 
defiance and surrender, between life and death. To give up or 
to get up. 
  

Booked  by Kwame Alexander 
From Amazon.com: 
Like lightning/you strike/fast and free/legs zoom/down 
field/eyes fixed/on the checkered ball/on the goal/ten yards to 
go/can’t nobody stop you/ 

can’t nobody cop you… 

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE 
CROSSOVER,  soccer, family, love, and friendship, take center 
stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he 
wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries 
to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his 
best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a 
rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.  

This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame 
Alexander bends and breaks as it captures all the thrills and 
setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup match! 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
From Amazon.com: 
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an 
offering to the witch who lives in the forest. They hope this 
sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the 
witch in the Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a 
wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan 
rescues the children and delivers them to welcoming families 
on the other side of the forest, nourishing the babies with 
starlight on the journey. 
 
One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of 
starlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. 
Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as 
her own. As Luna’s thirteenth birthday approaches, her magic 
begins to emerge--with dangerous consequences. 

Rose Under Fire by Elizabeth Wein 
From Amazon.com: 
While flying an Allied fighter plane from Paris to England, 
American ATA pilot and amateur poet, Rose Justice, is 
captured by the Nazis and sent to Ravensbr ck, the notorious 
women's concentration camp. Trapped in horrific 
circumstances, Rose finds hope in the impossible through the 
loyalty, bravery and friendship of her fellow prisoners. But will 
that be enough to endure the fate that's in store for her? 
 
Elizabeth Wein, author of the critically-acclaimed and 
best-selling Code Name Verity, delivers another stunning WWII 
thriller. The unforgettable story of Rose Justice is forged from 
heart-wrenching courage, resolve, and the slim, bright chance 
of survival. 



Meanwhile, a young man from the Protectorate is 
determined to free his people by killing the witch. Deadly 
birds with uncertain intentions flock nearby. A volcano, quiet 
for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s surface. And 
the woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . . 
 

The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater* 
From Amazon.com: 
Every year, Blue Sargent stands next to her clairvoyant 
mother as the soon-to-be dead walk past. Blue never sees 
them--until this year, when a boy emerges from the dark and 
speaks to her. 
His name is Gansey, a rich student at Aglionby, the local 
private school. Blue has a policy of staying away from 
Aglionby boys. Known as Raven Boys, they can only mean 
trouble. 

But Blue is drawn to Gansey, in a way she can't entirely 
explain. He is on a quest that has encompassed three other 
Raven Boys: Adam, the scholarship student who resents the 
privilege around him; Ronan, the fierce soul whose emotions 
range from anger to despair; and Noah, the taciturn watcher 
who notices many things but says very little. 
For as long as she can remember, Blue has been warned that 
she will cause her true love to die. She doesn't believe in true 
love, and never thought this would be a problem. But as her 
life becomes caught up in the strange and sinister world of 
the Raven Boys, she's not so sure anymore. 

Feed by MT Anderson* 
From Amazon.com: 
For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to 
the moon - a chance to party during spring break and play 
with some stupid low-grav at the Ricochet Lounge. But that 
was before the crazy hacker caused all their feeds to 
malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with 
nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus 
met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl who has decided to 
fight the feed and its omnipresent ability to categorize human 
thoughts and desires. Following in the footsteps of George 
Orwell, Anthony Burgess, and Kurt Vonnegut Jr., M. T. 
Anderson has created a not-so-brave new world — and a 
smart, savage satire that has captivated readers with its view 
of an imagined future that veers unnervingly close to the here 
and now. 

Ship Breakers by Paolo Bacigalupi* 
From Amazon.com: 
In America's flooded Gulf Coast region, oil is scarce, but 
loyalty is scarcer. Grounded oil tankers are being broken 
down for parts by crews of young people. Nailer, a teenage 
boy, works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to 
make quota--and hopefully live to see another day. But when, 
by luck or by chance, he discovers an exquisite clipper ship 
beached during a recent hurricane, Nailer faces the most 
important decision of his life: Strip the ship for all it's worth or 
rescue its lone survivor, a beautiful and wealthy girl who 
could lead him to a better life.... 
 
In this powerful novel, Paolo Bacigalupi delivers a thrilling, 
fast-paced adventure set in a vivid and raw, uncertain future 
devastated by the forces of climate change.  

The Search for WondLa by Tony DiTerlizzi* 
From Amazon.com: 
When a marauder destroys the underground sanctuary that 
Eva Nine was raised in by the robot Muthr, the 
twelve-year-year-old girl is forced to flee aboveground. Eva 
Nine is searching for anyone else like her: She knows that 
other humans exist because of an item she treasures—a scrap 
of cardboard on which is depicted a young girl, an adult, and a 
robot, with the strange word, “WondLa.”  
 
Breathtaking two-color illustrations throughout display 
another dimension of the tale, and readers with webcams can 
also view Augmented Reality that reveals additional 
information about Eva Nine’s world. Tony DiTerlizzi honors 
traditional children’s literature in this totally original 
space-age adventure—one that is as complex as an alien 
planet, but as simple as a child’s wish for a place to belong. 
 

The books above represent a variety of Lexile Levels; please consult with your child in selecting 
appropriate books.  



Books with an asterisk* denote books with content that may not be suitable for all students. Please 
discuss these options with your student to determine if this is an appropriate selection. 

 
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE: Any student who reads EIGHT (or more) books from the above list will be invited 

to a pizza party at the beginning of the year! 
Parents will verify student completion of Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 


